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CHRISTMAS COUNT RESULTS N\

The temperature gn December I7th in the Flathead Valley
storted out at about _10 and failed to climb above zero, wnd
the wind chill in some sreas was pretty bitter. These AOVP se
conditions did not deter our intrepid birders, but the birds, on
the other bond, were gifamitEely welle tantStol ventiure oution siickh
a davy. The result for us was & count of only 58 species seen
during the count day this yesr. That's one fewer than lazst year™
and quite a bit worse than in 1981, when Bigfork was Montina's
best Christmas birdin. spot. There were some conspicuous abstnces:
no greal blue heron“, no killdeers, and fewer of the more familiar
waterfowl species. Numbers of birds were down among tne species
that have stayed, and the usual large flocks of seed- and berry-eating
birds like finches snd waxwings weren't to be found. Unfortunotely
for us, some of those birds may have migrasted about 100 miles
south; Vissouls ceme up with 65 species this year, including
several great blue herons.

This was the B4th annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count.
Las L vear some 35,000 people in 1500 locations tallied
Sy reoy e Birdss

NEW _FIELD GULIDE

A rare opportunity is availsble £o oulr orgsnization. The
Notional Geographic Society is publishing a new field guide tc
the birds of North America. It is the most up-to-date field
guide available, snd represents the mostlcemplete guide to Neortn
American birds produced since 1966, Every person with an
interest in birds will want at least one copy. Through special
arrangements made by the American Birding Associstion, eligible
non-profit organizations such ss ours may obtain the new field
guide st a 25% dilscount wiien ordering intguentities of 10 or mores
Toerder yournscopy, contact ope 3f the c¢lvlh officers on or before
the January meeting. (Retail price, $15.95)
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