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BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS mesting, 5:30PM
at Korner Kitchen, Bigfork. Open to all members.

SUN MON il SV EDESSSTI U

(o
g Lg 1 2 REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING, Flathead Bank of Bigfork

meseting room. 7:30 pm Business meeting. - 8:00 pm
Program - Craig Hess, information and education
direcior for the Flathead Basin Commission. "Clean
Water, Politics, and the Flathead Basin Commission” -

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 12 min. slide show and answers 1o questions that face
27 28 29 30 ® )3 the residents of Flathead Yalley about water quality.

NM 22 FQ 30

FROM THE PRESIDENT ROBIN MAGADDING

Leo and Gail, our editor and field irip people, were married on August 22 and as one of their
wedding gifts, | am filling in for the editor this month, Sometime during this past summer |
spent Tive days in Washington, DC, courtesy of Natisnal Audubon and the Sierra Club. After two
intensive days of learning about Alaska | Iobby techniques, andthe U.S. Congress, | emerged as
the Montana repressniative o the all new Alaska Coatition. This group was organized in the late
1970's 1o help bring wilderness designation 1o important Alaska lands and was disbanded after
Congress voted on those wilderness 1ssues in 1980, The Sterra Club 15 used 1o victories - they
have achieved many. T they don't win 1n one place, they win in another, and then regroup for a
second go. Personally, | knew very 1illle about the Sierra Club before this trip. The workers
who make up the Sierra Clubz strike Tarce now have my sincere appreciation. Two Alaska
areas, 1he Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and the Tongass Nationail Forest are in desperate need
of your vacal support. This month, the Arotic NWR issur s discussed on page 2. Next month,
the Tongess.

HONTANA AUDUBON COVUNCIL FALL HEETING QCTOBER 9-11
GREAT FALLS, FONTANA
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WHAT DO QLAUS MURIE, BOB MARSHA(L AND A STARKER [EQOPQLD HAVE [N COMMON?

Other than having a share of my profound respect, all three helped to convince President
Dwight [ Eisenhower to establish the 8.9 million acre Arctic Mational Wildlife Refuge in
ror theast Alaska, In 1980, Congress increased the refuge to 19 millional acres and designated
alt but 1.S miltion of the original acreage as wilderness. Deleated from that designation was
100 mi, of the 125 m1. by 25 mi. arctic coastline - the only remaining arctic coastiine not yet
open to ol and gas development

I i nurtshelt --- The Dept of Interior was ordered by the Senate to itvestigate oil and gas
ootential on that 100 miles of coastal plain, as well as, wildlife resources, wilderness qualities
and the effects of possible development. (n April 1987, Secretary of interior Hodel
recommended that the entire coastal plain be apened to full-scale oil and gas development, even
though the infor mation gathered by the USFWS promised undesirable ong-term, widespread
effects on the quality of water , air, wildlife, and wilderness values, Eskimos and indians who
subsistence nunt and Hish will also be adversity impacied,

The EPA and Library of Cangress rejected the final E14 and Hodel's recommendations on the
grounds that essential infor mation was deleted. The DOJ says that there isa 1 9% chance of
finding ecomoncally recoverable a1l and other experts have an even lower estimate. The amount
of 0if 15 around 200 days wor th at our current consumption rate and due to the low oil prices,
other already tested fields have not been developed. The Regan administration is crying oil
shor Lage on one hand and abandoning, abolishing and undermining energy conservation programs
on the other. This eranious “drain America first” approach may ruin one of the worlds priceless
treasures

The area would £it between Kalispell and Missoula, and be about 24 miles wide. it is difficult
toget there for the casual tourist and out of our immediate attention. The wildlife values are
unigue and Irreplacabie, not to mention the values that, as of vet, are undescovered.

Morris £, Udall (D-AZ) sponsored H R, 36 {0 designate this area as wilderness. Rep. Pat
Willians has already co-sponsored this Bill and Sen. Max Baucus has indicated that he will
support 1t Don Young (K-AK) sponsored HR. 1082 - the Arctic Coastal Plain Leasing Act of
1987, fep. Ron Marlenee co-sponsored the Young 6111 along with 14% athers, About 80
persons Nave publically co-spansored the Udall Bill Senator John Melcher, who as yet is
uncommitted ( but Teans toward the Young Bi1l), plays an easential role as senior member of the
Subcommittes on Public Lands, National Parks and Forestry
*x%Pleace call and write Marlenee to at least withdraw nis support of the Young Bill and
sonvinge Melcher that his constituents want the Udall Bill to succeed. A letter with a followup
call 10 days later 15 very effective. If vou would like more information call me at 827-4294.

Robin tMagadding, Flathead Audubon President
Montana representative for the Alaska Coalition
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ANNUAL SUNFLOWER SEED SALE CHEERY CHICKADEE

Take down the hummingbird feeders and put up the platforms, gourds, tubes, Shaner pots, or
whatever holds vour sunflower seeds and suit. Winter is just around the corner ( bite my little
tongue). We have decided to handle only the black (oi1) sunflower seed this yvear in light of the
extensive ohservations made hy Brent (itchell Tast winter Human preferance aside, we birds
areferced the Dlack sead over the siriped seed hards down. Brent watched birds theow out many
siriped seeds before finally finding a black seed, which they would then eat. On a divided
platform with black seed on half and striped on the other, bDirds which happened to fand on the
striped end near Iy always immediately hopped to the black seed end ta eat, Yes, given no choice,
we will eat the striped seeds, The SO 1b sacks will again be sold for $15 each. Depending upon
the weather, Jctober 24 will be our deiivery day (your pick-up day). Pick-up sites will be
arranged in Eigfork, Kaiispell, Columbia Falls, Whatefish, Polson, Libby, and Condon. Orders:
and money are due October 1S 1 you have time to help that day, please give Tommie Clark a call
at §37-6615.

SUNFLOWER SEED ORDER FORM 1987 B aea

(PLEASE PRINT)

NAME PHONE

ADDRESS

NUMBER OF SACKS BLACK Q] NELOWER S TOTAL AMT. ENCLOSED

SO LB SACK AT $1S EACH

| WILL PICK UP MY SEEDS IN:
BIGFORK_KALISPELL ___COLUMBIA FALLS___WHITEFISH__POLSON___LIBBY___CONDON__

SEND CHECK AND ORDER TO:  FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY Member
{ due Oct 15) P.O.BOX 715

BIGFORK , MONTANA 5991 1 Non-Member
WHAT'S THAT2 2722

Need help identifying that calorful crowd of birds at your feeder this winter? Flathead Audubon
Society is selling the new edition of National Geograghic Society-Field Guide to the Birds of
North America, considered to be the best ail around field guide for this continent. Your cost is
onty $17.00, Contact Robin Magadding, 327-4294, or pick up 3 copy at our regular mesting,
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FEEDING OUR WINTER RESIDENTS CHEERY CHICKADEE

I'm ane of ther. Goodness knows why we chickadees stick around here. There are guite a few :
seed heads of various plants sticking up through the snow and lots of insects overwintering in the == E!!.
orevasses of cottonwood bark to provide us with enough nutritian to survive a normal winter. A
Severe winter , however | can be devistating to first vear tirds and under nour 1shed adults. Food
supplied by humans gives many birds 3 <light advantage against those long, cold nights, Feeding
wild birds can also provioe an entertaining variety show right outsice your 11ving room window.
Each year your feeders will attract more and more birds{ we bring our chicks and grandchicks).
“What to secve for dinner?” vou might ask. ... Almost all Birds will eat sunflower seeds; some
will Tike mrillet; a few, cracked corn, Suet, beef fat, hung up in wire baskets is a favorite of ail,
Peanut butter can be spread into the petats of a pinecone or into holes which have been bored
into a small fog { these are then suspended from 5 convienent branch). Old cookies, bread,
mulfins and fruit are also aporeciated. Water is the most attractive item you can nave in your
winter birdie diner |'ve seen hanging planters, plastic milk jugs, picnic tables, plywood
plattorms, garlic paskets, notlow 10gs, and pinecones used to hold bird food, as weil as a whole
var ety of specially designed feeders Begin feeding this winter with sunfiower seed ordered

thraugh the Flathead Audubon Sociefty ; 63

e
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ST RIGHT BERE

A MORTH FORK OPINION OF WOLVES - YOU HEAD [T FIR

University of Ilontana student Pat Tucker quiried the residents and hunters in the North Fork
area regarding wildlife managenient, especially of the wolt. She mailed survey forms with 28
questions to 480 hunters ang 187 resigents in February. An incredibly high 79% sent in
respangs. Following 15 Pot's brelef Summary of this rother thvolved process, Aryose wishing
more detatls can contact Pat through the Wildlife Biology Dept., UM, Missoula, Montana 59812,
A CODYy Of the survey and results 15 also available 1n our Audubon files at the President’s
FesIence

“From the questionnaire I was able to identify many subgroups of
people. While all of the following groups hope wolves continue
to inhabit the North Fork, support is less strong among older
people, people who’s parents and/or grandparents hunt, people who
first moved to or visited the North Fork before 1970, and people
who have or are raising animals for food.

My general impression is that there is broad support for having
wolves in the North Fork, but that support is tempered by
concerns about restrictions on human activity. Many people voice
some worry about human safety. Hopefully, this concern will
decrease with time and education. There have been no serious
attacks by unprovoked, wild, healthy wolves in North America to
date. In contrast at least 11 people were killed by domestic AR
dogs from May 1985 to Sept. 1986. ég

There also seems to be a general concensus that restrictions on Py
human activity to promote wolf recovery are not wanted at least ///( ?\
by hunters. Fortunately there should be little need for many 1*
restrictions. Management that promotes healthy deer and elk

populations will promote wolf recovery. The exception is the é
first few weeks after the pups are born in the spring. If the

mother is disturbed and leaves the den for even a few hours at

that time the pups may die of hypothermia. Therefore, during the
recovery process it may be necessary to restrict human access to

the denning area for a few weeks.”
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THE LONG HOT SUMMER WITH NATIONAL AUDUBON-IT'S NOT OYER YET

On May 18. 1987, National Audubon announced that, due to lack of funds, they were closing the
Regiona} Offices, including ours in Denver, Services supplied by that office would come from 3
newlly deviloped Western Office located in Sacramenta, CA Of course, the staff would be greatly
reduced and so would our services, Out cry from Audubon Societies scross the nation brought
these plans to a screaching halt.......but the story is far from over. Bob Turner will remain in
the Denver Regional Office, but have broader duties and a reduced staff,  All regions were not so
for tunate.

Gordon Weber, treasurer of the Yellowstone Chapter in Billings, was invited to attend a meeting
in Washington, 0.C. on August £, ta heip develop 3 process whereby regional representatives
#0ula oe nominated by the cnadters to National's Board of Directors. |t was also resolved that
inluted in the 26 Nationa) Board membership, there shall be no 3ess than nine Direstors, one
fram each region, chosen from (heir respective regions by an elective process to be agreed upon
by the Board with consultation with the Chapter leaders present at the August 8 mesting, The
ning regiong! Board members shall be elected in the term to begin in December 1987, The
Initial terms of the regional Board members shall be staggered so that three shall expire In
1908, three in 1989 and three in 1990, Each term thereafter shall be for a full three year
term.  Those with shorter terms are eligible for re-election if the regions invelved so desire.
inorder 1o keep the process simple this rirst vear, we will wark through the State Councils and
Regfonal Office.  After the nominations are in, the election will be held on the basis of one vote
far each chapter September 30 is the deadline for nominations. This and ather issues are
being discussed at the Audubon National Canvention in Bellingham, WA as this letter goes to
press.  Rodand June Ash of aur chapter are attending and will give us the blow-by-blow account
at our September meeting.

"AUDUBON ADVENTURES

Flathead Audubon was atle to sponsor 20 classrooms this fall,
along with an additional sponsorship from a private donor. We,
and especially the children who are recieving this gift, thank the
sponsor whole-hear fedly. {t's never too Jate to begin sponsoring classrooms in NW Montana
with this varied and tharough environmental education program. Contact Nancy Trembath,
837-6298, for more information.

THE CHARLIE RUSSELL SHOW
Y |Usse l(

staring

,w Raphael Christy

a delightful evening including slides, short stories,
and vnusual and beautiful sawblade music

Friday, September 25, at Cavanaugh's Motor Inn, Kalispell
refreshments at 7:30 p.m.
program begins at .00 p.m.
$6 .00 advance tickets--$8 00 at the door

MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION CENTER BENIFIT

call Gail Bissell, 752-5744, for more info
{advance tickets will be available at the Sept. Audubon meeting)
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1986 FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY DIRECTORY NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY !
OFFICERS Membership Application
President Robin Magaddino, 2100 Swan Hwy, Bigfork, MT 59911 837-4294 {0 Please entull me as a member of the Nutiomal Audubun
Vice President Jack White, 1235 Swan River Road, Bigfork, MT 59911 837-6157 Soctety and of my local chapter. Pleuse send Audubon
Secretary Barb Baxter, 255 Oldenburg Rd., Somers, MT 59932 B57-3738 magazine and my membership card to the address belows
Treasurer Tommie Clark, 231 Pine Needle Lane, Bigfork,MT 59911 837-6615 i
DIRECTORS
Bob Ballou, Box 11881, Rt.1, Charlo, MT 59825 64lu-2365 ADDRESS
Brent Mitchell, 960 Kienas Rd., Kalispell, MT 59901 257-8130 e vt -
Lyon Kelly, P.O_Bax  , Polson, MT 59860 .
Jim Rogers, Box 984, Polson, WT 59860 887=-2492 P::
CHAIRS = Membership care— v NiEN{BERS}‘ll
Conservation Rod Ash, Box 957, Condon, MT 59826 754-2289 '[B.ODUC OR : =
Education Jim Rogers, Box 984, Polson, MT 59860 B87-2492 N $20 e
Field Trip Gail Leonard, /4 FinePi=cg Whitfish, MT 59937
Hospitality Susannah Casey, 265 Breezy Pt., Somers, MT 59932 857-3143 LISHiE e
Library Nancy Trembath, 6065 MT Hwy 35, Bizfork. MT 59911 ?3?-6298 LI My check for $ is enclosed. N5k
Membership June Ash, Box 957, Condon, 1T 59862 754-2289 [ Bl me, please.
Newsletter Leo Keane, 2175 Houston Dr., Whitefish, MT, 59937 862-5807
Program and Mnke check payable to: Hational Audubon Society
Publicity i Mall to: June Ash
Refuge Bob balliou, Box 11881, Rt 1, Charlo, MT 59825 6LL-27365 Box 957
Schools/Clubs Jean Robocker, 1655 Hontford Rd., Kalispell, 59911 755-2751 =
Condon, MT 59826

THE FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY meets on the second tonday of each month from September through
May. Regular monthly meetings are preceeded by an Executive Board meeting, the time and location
of which are published in the preceeding newsletter. The business meeting (7:¢30 PM) and program
(8:00 PM) are held in the downstairs meeting room of the Flathead Bank of Bigfork. These are all
open meetings and all interested people are invited to attend. THE PILEATED FOST is published
nine times a year, September through May, and is sent to all menmbers of the Flathead Audubon Society
as one benefit of National dues. For others who would like to receive the newsletter, cost is $4.00/yr
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