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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS COMING UP
It's that time of year again: finding the
perfect tree, shopping, worrying about travel,
stringing up the lights and watching the landscape
slip from brown into white. That means it's also
time for the annual Audubon Christmas Bird
Counts, a tradition dating back to the beginning of
the last century. This year's count at Bigfork will
be Saturday, December 15'n, and the count at
Kalispell wili be Sunday, December 30th.
There have been some changes in the
local Christmas Count scene over the past few
years. We have oeen conciucting ihe tsigfork
count since 1974, centered at the "Little Brown
Church" north of Bigfork. lts roots lie in the history
of our chapter, which began in that village by the
bay. Our decision to add a Kalispell count in
January 2000 was based at least in part to involve
more Kalispell members, now that the county seat
is our home base; we also wanted a new tradition
for the new millennium.. That cgunt circle,
centered at Highway 93 and Reserve, nearly
touches the Bigfork circle at Egan Slough, near
our long-time CBC compiler Jean Robocker's
home. We have had a long tradition of doing the
Bigfork count the first Saturday of the count
period, and have now added the tradition of doing
the Kalispell count two weeks later on Sunday.
But that brings us to one of the other changes.
National Audubon has standaradized the count
period to be December 14th * January Sth every
year from now on. This means our dates might
vary more than they used to; but we will always do
the counts 15 days apart. Here are the dates for
the next five years (mark your calendars):
Year

Bigfork

Kalispell

2001-2002

Dec

Dec

2002-2003

2003-2004
2004-2005

Dec. 14th
Dec. 20th
Dec. 18th

Jan
Jan

2005-2006

Dec l Tth

Jan. 1't

lSth

30th
Dec. 29th
4th
2nd

Another change implemented by National
Audubon involves the participation fee.
Historically, we have collected $5 from each
participant to cover the cost of compiling, proofing,
analyzing and publishing the data. We are trying
to encourage family participation and build a
tradition with the next generation by no longer
requiring this fee for any participants under the
age of 18. Lastly, the CBC has gone high-tech,
with the vast majority of compilers now entering
their data on line. This lowers the cost of data
rliairagen-ient for Ai;,jubc;, and aiiorus more
instantaneous access to the count data. You can
retrieve information from our count or any count
around the country, on the web, by visiting the
"Bird Source" website hosted by Cornell
University, at http.//birdsource.cornell.edu/ and
following the links. Speaking of count data:
COUNT DATA IS CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

FAS CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR
DECEMBER 2OO1
Monday, Dec. 10 The Flathead Audubon General
Meeting features our very own Dan Casey. Dan
will give us his wonderful yearly slide show and
willdiscuss the 102nd Christmas Bird Count
Always informative and entertaining. Please join
us! The meeting begins at 7:30PM at the Fish,
Wildlife & Parks Building at 490 Meridian Rd. in
Kalispell. The Board of Directors meeting will take
place at 5:30PM prior to the general meeting.
Everyone is always welcome to attend.
Saturday, Jan. 19,2002 Join FAS for a Field

Trip to the Lake McDonald Ranger Station.
Birdwatching and skitrip from Lake McDonald
Lodge to the Ranger Station at the head of Lake
McDonald. Lunch at the Ranger Station. Distance
is about 8 miles round trip Meet at Lake
McDonald upper parking lot at'10AM. Please call
Jim or Sue at 387-4299 for more information.
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CHICKADEE
CHATTER
It was a hazy, sunny day in the midst of
November, a day made for a little expedition. We
didn't get an.early start but sometimes the real
world intrudes on sunny days in November. lt was
late afternoon when I picked my sister up and off
we went with the intention on going shopping.
Somehow the vehicle didn't turn the right direction
(funny thing that) and we found ourselves driving
on Foothills Road. And somehow the vehicle
missed the turn for Kalispell and turned instead on
the road to Strawberry Mountain. By now, of
course, we had forgotten our original plan. lt has
been many years since I have driven up to the
parking area for the Strawberry Mountain trail and
even though it was nearing 4:00PM the dark
forest and the trail beckoned us.
The road up to the trailhead is full of
potholes and twists and winds its way up until it
reaches a stream and there it ends in a parking
area. The stream this time of the year holds very
little water but it was so very good to hear the rush
of water as we got out o[ the vehicle. We were
only going to walk a little ways but we kept finding
interesting things to see and hear and smell. ihis
is a wonderful old forest full of very large trees of
all kinds. The forest floor is green and seems very
alive even this late in the fall. There are mosses
and lichens and mushrooms and fallen trees in
various stages of decay all over the forest floor.
'
We walked up the trail (and I do mean up)
and soon came to an ancient Western Hemlock
tree that had fallen across the path fairly recently.
Someone had sawn through it so the path was
clear. The tree must have been several feet
across and completely hollow. lt will make a
wonderful refuge for tiny forest animals this winter
when the snows are deep. We explored the
ancient tree further and found it had broken once
before and had two tops growing from it. The bark
on what had once been the north facing side of
the tree was covered with mosses and lichens. As
I walked around the fallen forest denizen I
marveled at its size. I thought about the
remarkable force that it took to bring it down and I
realized that soon, in a matter of years, it would
be a home to a new generation of trees and plants
of all kinds.
We walked up the path further and could
hear birds calling high in the trees above us. The
forest here is so thick and the treetops so high
above us that there was little to see but the calls
drifted down from on high and kept us company
as we walked. Soon we were walking up the
mountainside in earnest and the sound of the
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stream fell away in the distance. We heard the call
of a distant woodpecker and very close by the
chatter of a squirrel. Tucked in nooks and
crannies were brilliant green ferns that had yet to
feel the touch of Jack Frost. A beautiful mushroom
nearly the size of my hand was hidden on the
other side of a tree stump. The beautiful glossy
heart shaped leaves of wild ginger stood out on
the forest floor.
As we climbed higher the hemlock and
Pacific Yew and Western Cedar give way to
Subalpine fir and spruce and Western Larch and
the occasionalWestern White Pine. Some of
these trees are several feet across and I put my
arms around a big White Pine that was standing
near the trail, they didn't reach. I looked up the
trunk and was astonished at how straight and tall
this tree was. lt is always nice to see white pine
many of these trees are gone today because of a
blister rust that was introduced to the US in the
1920's. The trees here in this forest seem to be
healthy and there are tiny pines growing here too.
I love to see these tiny trees and feel the needles
on my fingertips. lt is the only time I will see these
magnificent trees from top to bottom in one
glance.
The sky was full of warm early evening
light and here anci there a ray of sunshine broke
through the trees and lit the forest floor. The
colors of fall were spread out before us, the
brilliant reds of the Mountain Huckleberry bushes
and the giant frost tinged leaves of
Thimbleberries. The leaves of Alder and Mountain
Maple had mostly fallen but the occasional
rebellious leaf, that refused to fall, still dangled. lt
is wonderful walking on a path full of leaves, your
feet make a lovely muffled sound as the leaves
rub together and the smell of fall leaves is one
that lingers in the memory. There were even a few
desiccated huckleberries left, we popped them
into our mouths and tried to remember the days of
summer just past.
Silently, a streak of midnight blue flew out
of the bushes and landed on a tree close by. We
were thrilled to see a Stellar's Jay. We watched
him for a bit but he was in search of a meal and
we were running out of daylight.
As we neared the top of the fifth
switchback the setting sun cast a brilliant red glow
on the trunks of the trees before us and we knew
it was time to turn around. The trip back down the
trail was a bit dark but the gift of a warm beautiful
November day on a mountainside so close to
home was already given.
I wish you a very happy holiday season
and many such gifts as my sister and I received
on that sunny day in the midst of November.
Leslie Kehoe
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Bigfork Christmas Count

,

The Bigfork count typically leads the state

in variety (>80 species most years), because our
dedicated observers cover a wide variety of forest,

agricultural, mountain, valley and wetland
habitats. The Flathead River and Flathead Lake
add a unique element, as do the large Wild
Turkey flocks. We have often had the national
high count of this species. Last year's count at
Bigfork was our 27th annual count, and although
we didn't see any new species, we have seen 139
different species at least once since 1974.
Thirtytwo people found 80 species on the 2000
count, but the blustery weather led to our second
lowest count of total individuals since 1986. The
2000 count was the second consecutive year we
found a rare Mew Gullat Somers; Sandhill
Crane, Prairie Falcon, and Northern Saw-whet
Owl also made only their second appearance
ever. A Three-toed Woodpecker near Echo Lake
was just the third since 1979. American Robins
mocked the cold weather; the 20 we found
shattered our old recorcj of 3, seen way back in
1974 (but see Kalispell, below!) The count of 72
pheasants was our highest since 1989. And the
Bigfork count hosted the only White-winged
Crossbills and Hoary Redpolls seen on any
Montana or ldaho count in 2000.

Kalispell Christmas Count
We had 26 observers in 10 field parties
plus feeder watchers, for our 2no official Kalispell
Christmas Bird Count. We beat last year's total
by 5 species, and again found some surprises,
adding B species to our cumulative list, which now
stands at 81 species for this new count. We're
still learnrng just how different the Kalispell circle
is from the Bigfork count. Our totals for 20 species
tied or broke our 27-yr highs for Bigfork! These
included 54 Bald Eagles, 4 Merlins, 79 Gray
Partridge, 393 Mcjurning Doves, 20 Blue Jays,
148 American Robins, 5964 Bohemian
Waxwings, and 951 House Finches. Rarities
included our second consecutive Black-backed
Woodpecker, a Great Gray Owl near the airport,
a Prairie Falcon and 75 Horned Larks in the
West Valley, an apparent hybrid chickadee, and 2
late Western Meadowlarks. Who would have
thought that this more "urban' count would host
more Bald Eagles? Or over half the Mourning
Doves counted in Montana? And we certainly
confirmed that we are Montana's Blue Jay capital.
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This Year's Counts Need Your Help!
We are hoping to have about 40 people in
groups afield for each of this year's
counts. Dan Casey, the compiler, will be calling last
year's participants to arrange area coverage. We
will finalize arrangements at the December meeting
(see announcement elsewhere in this issue), so
plan to attend or give Dan a callat 857-3143
(evenings) or 756-2681 (days). There is still a
mandatory fee of $5 per adult participant, to cover
the editing and publishing costs of the annual CBC
issue of American Birds. But the fun you'll have is a
bargain at that price! As in past years, there will be
a potluck compilatlon dinner at the Bigfork Senior
Center starting at 5:00 PM on the day of the Bigfork
count (December 1Sth). For the Kalispell count, we
will again meet at Finnegan's restaurant the
morning of the count (at 7:30) to finalize
about

'15

arrangements.

Please plan on taking part in Montana's
premiere Christmas Counts! Birders of all skill
levels (members and nonmembers alike)are
encouraged to join in, as are feeder-watchers
and half-day helpers.

DECEMBER PROGRAM: EARLY
WINTER BIRDS OF THE
FLATHEAD VALLEY BY DAN
CASEY
The speaker at our December general
meeting will be Dan Casey of the American Bird
Conservancy, the "Bird Man of Kalispell".
Continuing his long-time tradition of summarizing
our Christmas Count data in preparation for this
year's counts, Dan will present an entertaining mix
of identification tips, anecdotes, and science This
show is always guaranteed to make the most of
the wonderful Flathead Audubon slide collection,
highlighting those species we expect to see in our
valley this time of year. He will include reminders
of how to tell similar species apart, and what to
look for when trying to spot a rarity. And you don't
want to miss Dan's speculations on what this
year's surprise birds are likely to be! Come learn
what these count data have shown us over the
years, and you are guaranteed to come away
enthused about participating in this year's counts.
We will be trying to assign count areas to teams
the night of the meeting, so please come if you
are planning to go out on the 1sth lBigfork) or 30th
(Kalispell) counts.
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FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
EXPLORING COSTA RICA, PART 1 BY LINDA DeKORT
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Last year at this time, my husband, Frank, and I were about to embark on our 6 week Costa Rican
adventure. We [raveled with Kris and John Bruninga for 3 weeks of that time. We had decided that we did
not wish to go ab ecotourists but rather as volunteers so that we could better immerse ourselves in the Pura
Vida culture of that country. We had tried to set up volunteer work before our departure but, thanks to
conversational Spanish lessons from Maddy Etter, found that it was easier to arrange once we were there.
We also spent one week polishing our Spanish in Orosi. Other weeks were spent exploring remnants of the
last lowland rainforest near Corcovado; hanging out in Monteverde and Santa Elena with Roy Vargas and
Allen Calvo, our young friends from Montana Coffee Traders; living and working with school teachers in
Palmares; assisting John Bruninga with wiring the home of the care taker of the wild life reserve in San Luis;
and helping with the inventory of organisms in the dry tropical forest in Guanacaste. Every place we went we
distributed school supplies including copies of the Audubon Birds Beyond Borders curriculum in English and
Espanol. Classrooms in Costa Rica consist of a blackboard and chalk if they are lucky. No books,
microscopes, binocs, VCRs. Certainly not a bird costume-not yet anywayl
Though we did not visit Costa Rica exclusively to view birds, our binocs and Stiles and Skutch Birds
of Costa Guide were never far away. There are over 850 bird species in this small country. Alex Molina who
oversaw our volunteer work at San Luis said that they counted more than 350 birds on their Christmas count.
Now there is a challenge! We were there long enough to begin to recognize some of the more common birds
by their calls: rufous collared sparrow (another version of "drink your tea"), tropical kingbird ("Jesu fue"), rock
doves ("por favo/'), blue crowned mot-mots ("woo-woo"), clay colored robin, the national bird that sings richly
for rain at the end of the dry season, the rufous piha which makes a clear whistle in response to noise and is
therefore considered to be the guard of the forest, the great tinamou which makes a church organ type
sound and the black faced solitaire, which sounds like a squeaky gate.
The visual impact of some of the birds was overwhelming. The beauty of the emerald toucanet
betrays the fact that it preys on the eggs of the even more magnificent trogans. We were awed by the
displays of the slaty tailed trogan and startled by the 6 foot tail feathers of the resplendent que2al, the most
famous trogan of the cloud forest. Keel billed toucans fly through the forests with bright flashes of yellow and
crimson, and the magpie jays emulate the blue of morpho butterflies in color.
One of our greatest joys was observing scarlet macaws in the wild, where all parrots
bblong. We observed them closely for a full hour feeding on almond trees by the beach. near Corcovado.
Their extravagant feathers of brilliant red, yellow and blue are surprisingly camouflaged on the leaves rich in
anthocyanin with the play of sunlight and shadow. They appear (and probably are) seasoned and wise with
their wrinkled faces, light irisei and small pupils. We could see and hear them as they used their amazing
beaks-ice-pick, chisel, file and vice-all in one. They plucked and chiseled the fruit, then cracked the
immature seed and removed it with their muscular tongue. I tried to use a Leatherman's tool and cobbles to
break one myself, no luck. They seem ambidextrous, using one leg and then the other to hold and turn the
fruit. They always seem to be in the company of other scarlet macaws but there are only about 200 of them
left in this small remnant of rain forest. Habitat loss and the pet trade have taken their toll. lt is some
consolation to know that Richard and Marge Frisius (richmar@ticonet.co.cr) are successfully breeding
macaws (scarlet as well as the even more endangered green) and releasing them where it is possible for
viable populations to be established.
ln the Monteverde cloud forest we broke down and realized the benefits of being ecotourists by
hiring Toni Wallacq Vice President of the Association of Guides at the Reserve, to take us on a morning
walk. We learned more from him than blrd identification. He is critical of the inappropriate policies of the
reserve: cutting of an 80 year old avocado tree to enlarge a parking lot, reduction in the environmental
education funds (is it beginning to sound familiar?), the presence of chain link fences and hummingbird
feeders. Toni advocates replacing the feeders with Poro plants which have machete shaped flowers loved
by warblers and hummingbirds. Toni argues that the fermented liquid in the feeders has caused sclerosis of
the liver in birds and has made them dependent on feeders, thereby reducing their role as pollinators. He
gives great credit to "weird biologist" like George Powell who visited Monteverde in 1970 and pointed out the
treasures that are here. Wold Guindon is also a good example of a resident who started out importing
McCullough chain saws and then helped lead (and still does) the movement to make this a reserve. Sounds
familiar again doesn't it? Our guide also provided us with rich, possibly embellished, bird stories which we
didnot read in our book
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5...
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FROM THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 4

active again when time permits. Bob Lopp has
been appointed by the board to replace Jay. Also
appointed to the board are three Committee
Chairs, Jill Fanning, Leo Keane and Brent
Mitchell.

The slate throated fedstart, for example, is called
the "Amigo de hombre" because it follows humans
as we stir up insects on which it can feed. The
green hermit hummingbird is the only pollinator of
the elegant plant called hot lips (because of the
form of its bracts). As we observed the magenta
throated wood star female feeding her young,
Toni pointed out that like all hummingbirds the
female does all the work; the male is a
stereotypical macho man!
Resplendent quetzals on the other hand
have an even partnership. They stay high in the
canopy until nesting season and then descend
together to find a rotting trunk to excavate. They
might start on a few until the female finally
Decides it is the right one. They take turns
incubating and feeding. The Precolumbian quetzal
had a white breast. When the indigenous people
of CentralAmerica were killed during the time of
the Conquistadors, the quetzal came down to
comfoft them and still carries thelr blood !n
remembrance.
Our last bird sighting in Costa Rica
consisted of a mixed flock. The bush tanager was
leading the way and another resident, the grey
breasted wood wren acted as sentinel while the
others fed. Northern migrants (warblers,
flycatchers, orioles) were hanging out with the
locals probably because there is safety in
numbers and it is also the best way to see the
country. We agree and we hope to travel that way
again.
P.S. Costa Rica is a small country of
51,000 square kilometers but has 12 different
biomes. One of the most intriguing biomes we
visited was the dry tropical forest, according to
Dan Janzen, the most threatened biome on the
planet. Want to know more about it? Stay tuned.
BY LINDA DeKORT

. The board will hold its regular monthly meetings
each second Monday of the month, 5:30 to 7:00
p.m. (immediately preceeding the regular monthly
membership meetings), In the meeting room of
the MFWP Building, Kalispell. ln addition, the
board will meet quarterly for longer periods, as
need requires. Dates and times of the quarterly
meetings will be arranged as the year progresses.

NTNTNTNTNTNTNTN
RECENT BOARD ACTIONS
.Jay Shepherd and Robin Magaddino have
resigned from the Board. Jay has returned ldaho
to do graduate work. Robin does not have time to
participate in the board right now, but will become

o Flathead Land Trust is putting together a
combination of donations and grant monies to
purchase conservation easments on several tracts
of agricultural land in the braided section of the
Flathead River and nearby sloughs. Flathead
Audubon has committed to donate $3000 from the
Barb Baxter Fund toward this project, conditional
on Flathead Land Trust succeeding in gathering
the rest of the necessary funds.
o FAS has received a grant of $500 for our Birds
in the Classroorn education oroject.

r A committee has been formed to develop a new
management plan for Owen Sowerwine Natural
Area in cooperation with DNRC. The committee
members are Neal Brown, Dan Casey, Janet
Ellis, Leo Keane, Brent Mitchell, and Linda
Winnie. The committee hopes to complete a first
draft of the plan before December.
o FAS will participate in the Membership
Development lncentive Plan made available by
grant awarded to Montana Audubon. To
participate, FAS has agreed to carrying out at
least one new activity aimed at recruiting new
members, and at least one new activity aimed at
increasing retention of members. ln return, FAS
will receive $10 for each new member we recruit
this year, and $5 for each member we retain this
year

. FAS has contributed $250 in support of the new
Environmental Media Services office that opened
in Kalispell this November. The purpose of the
office is to help the conservation organizations of
Montana communicate more effectively through
the media. ln its first year of operation, the office
will devote 20 hours a week to working with
conservation groups in the Flathead.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6...
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RECENT BOARD AGTIVITIES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
. Neal Brown and Linda Winnie represented FAS
at the September 22 meeting of the Board of
Directors of Moqtana Audubon. That meeting was
held in Kalispell at Lone Pine. Linda gave a
presentation to the Board on the FAS Birds in the
Classroom Project. Neal led the members of the
Montana Audubon Board on a field trip to Owen
Sowerwine. The group observed '16 bird species,
including a Coopers Hawk and a Perigrine Falcon.
. As part of the FAS Birds in the Classroom
project, three members of the Education
Committee (Linda de Kort, Sonja Hartmann and
Linda Winnie) taught a 6-hour class for local
teachers on October 19. The primary goal of the
class was to demonstrate ways to use the variety
of bird-related educational materials that can be
borrowed by local teachers from Flathead
Audubon, MFWP, the U.S. Forest Service or
Glacier Park. The class also included a field trip
to Owen Sowerwine, where the group observed
13 bird species, including Wood Ducks, a Sharpshinned Hawk, and a 1O-minute long aggressive
interaction between a red-shafted and a yellowshafted Northern Flicker.
o FAS Representatives to the Flathead
Conservation Roundtable this year will be Sonja
Hartmann (coordinator), Jane Adams, Linda
deKort and Jill Fanning.

r A Newsletter Committee is being formed. So far
we have seven people working on three aspects:
(1) Editor: Leslie Kehoe; (2)Articles and
lnformation: Linda de Kort and Chuck McCarty;
(3) Labels and Mailing: Jill and Mike Fanning, and
Gail Cleveland and Bruce Tannehill.

r The Conservation Committee has submitted
comments for FAS on the following proposals:
Salvage Logging after the Moose Fire, by DNRC;
Forest Management for Lynx, by USFS; Rule to
Protect Prairie Dogs, by MFWP. Anyone who
would like to see copies of these comments
should contact Linda Winnie, 755-1406 or
lindawin @cyberport. net.

DECEMBER,2OOl \I.gI

PILEATED POST

AN INVITATION TO ALL FAS
MEMBERS
This month's article on Board Activities
gives you a quick overview of the kinds of pro.;ects
and activities that FAS is pursuing.
All members of FAS are invited - indeed
encouraged - to participate in any of these
activies.
All you need to do is become a member
of the committee that works on the projects or
issues in which you are interested. You do not
need to be a member of the board to do so. See
the Chapter Directory on the back page of this
newsletter for a list of the Committee Chairs.
lf you are interested in learning more,
contact the Chair of the committee you are
interested in, or contact the FAS President, Linda
Wi n nie, 7 55-1 406 or indawi n @cyberport. net..
BY LINDA WINNIE
I
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WEB SITE HELP NEEDED
Can you help develop a web site for
Ftathead Audubon?
We are forming a new Web Site
Committee.
The task of this committee will be to plan
and gather information for an FAS web site (parts
of that job have been done already), and then
construct the web site and get it up and running.
One or more members of the committee
would then serve as our Web Master for a year,
and at the same time train someone to take over
this job when that year expires.
There is obviously a need for committee
members with a variety of skills. Not everyone on
the committee needs to know what information
should be on the site. Not everyone needs to
have the technical skills to construct a web page.
Not everyone needs to have the time or skills to
carry on as Web Master once the site is up and
running.
lf you can help with any one of the pieces
of the committee task, we would welcome your
participation.
lf you are interested in helping, please
contact Linda Winnie, 755-1406 or
lindawin @cvberport. net.
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TAKE THE FLATHEAD
AUDUBON CHALLENGE
Vlhy should you contribute to the
Flathead Audubon Society? The answer is simply
that we do good things with the money.
ln our budget for next year, only about
13% ol our net income will be spent to run the
society. Another 34o/o is needed for publishing
our newsletter. Your dues go towards covering
these two expenses.
All the rest of our income - 53o/o - goes
to support state and local projects. ln fact, 45o/o of
our total net income is budgeted just for our local
education and conservation programs. These
programs include:

r scholarships for nature education - in the past
few years these have gone to students from Big
Brothers-Big Sisters so they could go to Glacier
lnstitute classes;
e providing the Audubon Adventures educational
series to about 40 classrooms in the Flathead;

HELP FLATHEAD
AUDUBON
FUND
EDUCATION AND
RESEARCH
YOUR CONTRIBUTION
WLL MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Choose your

. Owen Sowerwine Natural Area expenses, such
as the yearly license fees and management costs;
r

research grants such as those awarded to
Chad Olsen to investigate the Rough-legged
Hawks of the Mission Valley
The funds we raise from birdseed sales
help to cover the costs of such projects. But
these proceeds provide only part of what is
needed. The contributions generated by the
spring Birdathon help also. But about 20'k of the
money needed to cover our local projects must
come from contributions. So we are turning to
you, our members, to help.
Hers rs your challenge. We have a couple
of donors that have again pledged to match your
contributions up to a total of $200. You give $25

and the donors will match it so Flathead
Audubon will get $50! lf you wish, you may
designate specifically what program the money
will support. Rentember your contribution is tax
deductible. BY BRUCE TANNEHILL, FAS
TREASURER

$

Choose the project your contribution will support:

tr

Scholarships
$25 from 4 people helps a local high school student
attend a Glacier lnstitute summer class.

C

Audubon Adventures
$35 provides this series of nature magazines and
vicieos io one 5'h giacie ciass in ihe Flaihead for a
year.

r

Birds in the Classroom, which provides
materials and workshops for local teachers to
assist them in teaching units on birds in their
classrooms;

amount:

tr

Birds in the Classroom
$50 from 4 people buys a kid-size bird costume that
local teachers will use for lessons on bird anatomy
and field marks.

tr

Owen Sowerwine
$100 from 6 people will cover the license fee for one
year.

tr

Research Grants
$100 from 10 people pays for a typical grant to
support research on birds or bird habitat in NW
Montana.

Name

Addres
Please make your check payable to the Flathead
Audubon Society. Your contribution is 100% tax
deductible.

Mail to:

Flathead Audubon Society
P.O. Box 9173
Kalispell, MT 59904
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GREAT GIFT IDEA

Give a gift and support Flathead Audubon
at the same tirne!
On the opposite page is a form that allows
you to give a gift membership in Flathead
Audubon foronly $15. (The usualfirst-time
membership fee is $20.)
The recipient of your gift will receive a fullyear subscription to the Audubon magazine, as
wellas a year's subscription to our Flathead
Audubon newsletter, the Pileated Post.
Plus, Flathead Audubon will benefit
directly.from your gift. For every gift membership
you give, National Audubon will send your entire
$15 back to Flathead Audubon to support our
local operations.
ln addition, through a special membership
enhancement grant that has been made available
this year to all Audubon chapters in Montana, our
chapter is eligible to receive another 910 for each
new member we can recruit this year.
What better gift can you give this hotiday
season? Your $15 gift will bring a friend or family
member a year's worth of enjoyment as each
month they receive Audubon magazine and
Flathead Audubon's Pileated Post. ln addition it
will generate $25 for your local Flathead Audubon
chapter.
You can also renew your own
membership with this form at the usual $35 rate though that is not necessary to take advantage of
this special holiday gift offer.
Note that the deadline on this offer is
December 15
BY LINDA WINNIE

.
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lntense fire can kill soil microorganisms
up to a depth of as much as 3 inches, but

r

it will soon recover
Streams can loose cover, which increases
water temperatures, and become more
alkaline due to ash and charcoal

Facts about Plants
. Within two years after a fire, brown
needles scorched by surface fires or
adjacent crown trees, have fallen off
. lf a tree has 40ok or more green needles,
it will most likely live, if not girdled or

o
.

injured cambium otherwise
Trees can lose 20-30% of their crown to
fire before the loss will affect their

growth rate

The cambium, or growing layer of cells
inside the bark of trees, is damaged more
by the duration of a fire than by its
intensity
r The speed of re-growth after a fire
depends on; location of the site(N or S
facing), fire intensity, molsture content of
the soil, PH and nutrients present before
the fire, length of growing season,
elevation, and timing of the fire in relation
to growing season
BY SONJA HARTMAN
FUN FIRE FACTS WILL BE CONCLUDED IN
THE JANUARY NEWSLETTER

**********

FUN FIRE FACTS
CONTINUED FROM THE
NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER
Facts ahout Soils/Streams

.

Fires in California Chaparral show that if

the soil surface reaches 1000 degrees F.,
and one inch under gets to 400 degrees,

r

a chemical change occurs, discoloring the
soil, cooking the upper mineral soil.

Fire blackens the soil, and removes

shade, increasing temperatures in postfire
environments up to 25 degrees F. This
may cause snow to melt earlier, and an
earlier spring growth

-

The Board of Diieitors
"iiri*,.*o
Audubon would like to say
thankyou to
all of our memhrs for your generous i
contributions of time and money this :
past year. Many thanks and we would
like to wish you and yours a very
wonderful holiday and a joyous

New':::

..,.

;
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Please mail this

^Aud,ubon
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form to:

National Audubon Society, Membership

Department, 700 Eroadway, NY NY 10003.

Please send a one-year

Name

gift membership to:

(Plcar Print)

Address.-City

State-

Name

Zip

(Plcase Prrnt)

CHApTER

66p6

Addre

N54 ZXCHA

ss

City

Support Your
Local Audubon Chapter!*
Give a special gift
an Audubon Membership.

lip'

$1a16

-

Lowest Gift Rates!
Each one-year meinbership is oniy $ i5i

For every gift you give, your chapter
will receive g l5!

.

Give to friends, family and co-workers
anywhere
your Chapter receives the g 15.

-

$.35.00

Name
(Ple*
.,
,,:. l
O,Peymgnr cocloscd

Prinr)

Address

City
$121g

-'

In ordcr to receive crcdir lor rhis promotion, rhis forrn rnusr

bc senr to: Narional Audubon Societv. Menrbership Deparrnrenr
700 [Jroaclwrv, NY, NY l00t).t.
2GFFT
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FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY DIRECTORY
OFFICERS
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past-President
DIRECTORS
1 999-2002
1 999-2002
2000-2003
2001-2002
2001-2002
2001-2002
2001 -2003
?001-2004
2001-2004
CHAIRS
Audubon Advbntures
Birdseed Seles
Christmas Bird Count
Conservation
Education
Field Trips
Hospitality

Librarian
Membership
Newsletter
Program
Publicity
Refuge Projects
Wetland,M./aterfowt

Linda Winnie, P.O. Box 220, Kila, MT 59920
Sonja Hartman, P.O. Box 316, West Glacjer, MT 59936
Gail Sullivan, 932 Columbia Ave., Whitefish, MT 59937
Bruce Tannehill, 239 Deer Trail, Whitefish, MT 59937
Neal Brown, 670 Wolf Creek Dr., Bigfork, i/]T 5991 1

Liiraa deKort, 290 Lost Creek Dr., Kalispell, MT 59901
Leslie Kehoe, 1 020 Holt Dr., Bigfork, MT 5991 1
John Ashley, 3151 Columbia Falls Stage Rd , Col. Falls MT 59912
Leo Keane, 514 Pine Place, Whitefish MT 59937
Jill Fanning, 380 Tally Lake Rd., Whitefish, 59937
Brent Mitchell, 960 Kienas Rd., Kalispell, MT 59901
Bob Lopp, 52 West View Drive, Kalispell, 59901
Dan Casey, P.O. Box 355, Somers MT 59932
Jane Adams, 229 Edgewood Dr., Kalispell MT 59901

Natlonal Audubon so.i"t-fi 7
Membership Appllcatton SF

755-1406
250-7885
862-5775
862-4548
837-501

I

Enioy lull Natronai Audubon Socrery benelrts
and AUoUBON magazine. as well as PILEATED
POST newsletter.

755-3704
837-4467
892-3825
862-5807
862-8070
756-81 30
257-6886
857-3143
257-4527

Check your category rate ,rom the lollowrng;
First-trrne Applicant

Studenl
lndividual Renewal
Family
Senior

Kim Davis, 1230 Rhodes Draw, Kalispelt, MT 59901
June and Rod Ash, P.O. Box 1 '1 29, Condon tvtT 59826
Dan Casey, P.O. Box 355, Somers MT 59932
Brent Mitchell, 960 Kienas Rd., Kalispetl, iitT 59901
Sonja Hartmann, P.O. Box 316, West Glacier, MT 59936
Jim Swab, 988 Lake Drive, Columbia Falls, 599'12
Lois Drobish, 324 Helena Flats Rd. Katispell, MT 59901
Judy Spence, Box 239, Lakeside MT 59922
Pattie Brown, 760 Wolf Creek Or., Bigfork, MT 5991 1
Gail Leonard, 514 Pine Place, Whitefish, MT 59937
Jill and Mike Fanning, 380 Tally Lake Rd., Whitefish, 59937
Leslie Kehoe, 1020 Holt Dr., Bigfork, MT 5991'1
Leo Keane, 514 Pine Place, Whitefish, MT 59937
Jeannie Marcure, 300 Shelter Valley Dr. , Kalispell, S99Ol
Karen Nichols, 920 6th Ave. E, Katislett, MT 59b01
Leslie Kehoe, '1020 Holt Or., Bigfork MT 5991 1
Neal Brown, 670 Wolf Creek Rd., Bigfork, MT 5991 1

Suslaining

755-13',t1

Supponrng

754-2289
857-3'143
756-81 30
250-7885
387-4299
756-7405
857-2599

Lile
Dual Lrle

862-5807
862-8070

Address

8374467
862-5807
862-4806
756-5763
837-4467

City

State-

I

MONTANA AUDUBON
State Offlce
Western Montana Office
Board President

Ray Johnson, p.C. Box 596, Helena, MT 59624
Loren Flynn, pO Box 831, Stevensville lVlT 5gB7O
Jim Brown, 1504 Woods Gulch Road, Missoula MT g9g02

Zip

Send this appbcalion and your check lo:

National Audubon Socrety
Chapter Membershrp Data Center

443-3949
777 0780
549-8052

P.O. Box 5.l001
Boulder, CO 80322-1001
For Newslener Only

to:

Send S10

will present a @nselatron or naluro progam. The regular monhiy meeting is preceded by lhe Erecutrue Board
me€ling. Both meetings are open to all those interesled.
fHE PILEATED POSf is published September hrough May ard is sont to members of the Flalhead Audubon
Society as a membership benelil. Subscnptions lor non-members are $10.m per year.

N54 TXCHA

lor neusletler copy: the Zblh ol each'month.Newslettet Hnail ljkehoe@digisys.net

leoted
st

O

Flathead Audubon Society Membership
380 Tally Lake Rd.,
Whitelish, MT 59937
For address change, call l-80G274-4201

The Flathead Audubon Society is affiliated with the National Audubon Society and meets on tie second Monday ol
each month lrom September through May. Tho regular me€tng slans at 7:30 p.m. and includes a leatured guesl who

Deadline

0
0
o
[]
0
0
a
sr500 0
52000 0

Name

837-501 8

867-501

s20
sr5
s3s
s38
$r5
sso
sr00
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flotheod Rudubon Soclety
PO Box 91 73
Kalispell, MT 59904

DATED MATERIAL PLEASE DELIVER PHOM PTI.

