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FAS Membership Renewal Extended to November 15
If you haven't renewed your FAS local membership yet, please do so before November
15. This will allow us to send you the December Pileated Post.
To renew, you may use the membership form on the back of this issue or do it online at
www.flatheadaudubon.org.

THANK YOU GREAT FISH DONORS!
Audubon Family we truly thank you for your
donations to Flathead Audubon through the Whitefish
Community Foundation during this year’s Great Fish
Community Challenge! Our “semifinal”
results showed that Flathead Audubon
has received $15,036.53 in donations.
On October 26 at 6 PM the Community Foundation will host the virtual
Great Fish Awards Presentation over the
Whitefish Community Foundation
YouTube Channel. At that time a percentage match
will be announced. Each nonprofit that raised at least
$5,000 will be eligible to receive a percentage match
on its first $20,000 of donations. The percentage will

be announced at that time. Your donations have made
it possible for Flathead Audubon to quality for this
match. The money will be put to use immediately to
support our world-class Conservation Education Program.
Page 10 lists all who donated on behalf of Flathead Audubon during the Great
Fish Challenge. Please give a hearty
THANK YOU to anyone you know on the
list and accept our thanks for your own donation. We do birds and conservation together for the
benefit of our beautiful Valley. Thanks for being on the
FAS team!

2020 ELECTION RESULTS
As you all know by now, Flathead Audubon
postponed their annual meeting and FAS opted to
hold elections and other business via a proxy vote.
Ballots were mailed in and counted at a speciallycalled Board Meeting held at Lone Pine State Park.
Officers and Directors in attendance were Gael Bissell, Rod Wallette and Bob Lee. There were 30 ballots
cast. The slate of Officer candidates and the slate of
Director candidates were elected unanimously. The
ByLaw change passed with 26 “for”, 2 “against” and 2
abstentions. This means that our continuing Secretary
is Pam Willison and continuing Treasurer is Rod Wallette. The Directors for the 2020-2023 term are Joe
Batts, Carole Jorgenson, Mike Fanning, Bob Lee, Cin-

dy Roberts and Tom Roberts. The ByLaw change authorizes FAS to conduct business via electronic meetings in addition to in-person.
Pam Willison generously donated two bluebird
houses to encourage voting. Mary Auxier and Elaine
Snyder are the lucky recipients of those birdhouses. I
will be contacting them to arrange a hand-off. It pays
to be active! And I am sure they will enjoy the birds
that use the houses.
I want to thank everyone who participated in
this unusual (at least for Flathead Audubon) election.
The pandemic has made us all get creative and, hopefully, more tolerant. Good Birding!!
by Bob Lee

NOVEMBER FLATHEAD AUDUBON CALENDAR
Monday, November 2, 2020. 6 PM. FAS Board of Directors Meeting. If you're interested in attending
the board meeting contact cory@flatheadaudubon.org
Monday, November 9, 2020. 6:30 PM. Flathead Audubon General Meeting will be held digitally. See
page 3 for how to participate.
No formally scheduled field trips. See page 9 for alternatives.
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The Extraordinary “Ordinary” Mallard
by

Linda de Kort

It seems like yesterday, when our grandkids
were still toddlers that we stood on the bridge overlooking the Whitefish River. It was a bright fall day
and the flock of ducks that had gathered on the south
side of the bridge fascinated the youngsters. The
males were in their fresh breeding plumage after
their late summer molt and
their green
heads were brilliant in the morning sun. But
magic was about
to happen. As
the flock passed
under the bridge
and appeared on
the shaded north
side, their brilliant heads had
turned purple.
The kids ran
from one side of
the bridge to the
other to confirm what they saw. This “magic”, which
can be explained away by the iridescence caused by
the protein structure within the head feathers, is just
one example of the extraordinary characteristics of
our most common duck, the Mallard.
Male and female Mallards look very different.
The male with his striking iridescent head, bright yellow bill and curly tail feathers is in stark contrast to
the female and juveniles, which are mottled, brown
with orange-and-brown bills. Females and young also
have light tan heads with dark streaks near the crown
and eyes. In late summer, the non-breeding males
gather in flocks and molt their brilliant plumage. In this
“eclipse plumage” they look similar to the females,
except that they have a yellowish bill. Even in eclipse
however you can still distinguish these common residents because all adults have bright orange feet and a
white-bordered, blue “speculum” patch at the hind end
of the wing. By September, most males have molted
again into their resplendent plumage.
The males and female also sound very different from each other. The females are the ones that
make the stereotypical quack, usually in a series that
start loud and get softer and
shorter. Male Mallards don’t
quack, and instead produce
deeper, raspier one- and twonote calls. They can also make
rattling sounds by rubbing their
Frank de Kort photo

bills against their flight feathers.
Mallards are not particular about what they
eat. They even accept “people food” which has
caused a recent pollution problem at Woodland Park;
because of this the Kalispell City Council recently outlawed feeding waterfowl in city parks. They will graze
in grain field during migration and
will hunt for insects and worms
during breeding
season. Mallards
are “dabbling
ducks”—they
feed most often
in the water by
tipping forward
and grazing on
underwater
plants and
seeds. It is interFrank de Kort photo
esting to watch
them on the
West Valley
Ponds where they are often threatened by Bald Eagles. Unlike Diving Ducks that can retreat into the
depths of the water when they are threatened by a
raptor, Mallards rise up very suddenly out of the water
causing quite a commotion.
A female Mallard (hen) will pick her mate
(drake) for the following year during the late winter.
Her choice seems to depend on the extravagance of
the male’s plumage and display. The male’s display
will include head pumping, grunting and whistling,
wing and tail displaying. Both male and female will
show their interest in each other by swimming rapidly
with neck held low grazing the surface of the water.
Where there is open water in late winter you will be
able to observe some of these fascinating displays.
The mated pair will build their nest on the
ground close to water in April or May. The hen will lay
one egg a day and will produce about a dozen light
green eggs. When the clutch is complete, the drake
abandons the hen and she will sit on the eggs for as
many as 23 hours a day. This is an extremely dangerous time for the female, relying on camouflage to protect her. According to David Sibley, up to 30% of hens
do not survive the four weeks of incubation.; the male
abandons the female as soon as incubation begins.
When the eggs hatch after about a month the chicks
are led to water almost immediately as soon as their
feathers are dry. They will stay together with the hen
continued on page 6
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Aliens Among Us—Non-native Birds in Montana
presented by David

Our program for November will be
given on Zoom by Dave Manuwal. Dave is
a member of the FAS Board. He is originally from Indiana where he first became interested in birds.
His first research when he was just
out of high school , was on bird mortality at
television transmitter towers. He also spent
two summers at the Delta Waterfowl Research Station in Manitoba, Canada. He left
Indiana and came to Montana where he
studied birds at the UM’s Lubrecht Experimental Forest northeast of Missoula. He
went to California where he studied seabirds on the Farallon Islands, His research
interests have been in seabird biology and forest bird
ecology. Most of his professional career was spent on

A. Manuwal

the faculty at the School of Environmental
and Forest Sciences, College of the Environment, University of Washington. He
conducted bird research in Oregon,
Washington, Alaska and Montana.
There are 271 bird species breeding
in Montana. An additional 169 species are
non-breeding transients. There are 14
non-native breeding
species, of which
five are game species. He will discuss
the history of these Eurasian Collaredspecies in Montana dove.
and their impacts on native
One of the non-native
Montana birds.
birds.

How to Attend the November 9 FAS General Meeting
Time: November 9, 2020, 6:30 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81322618840
Meeting ID: 813 2261 8840
To phone in for audio: +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
If you have been hesitant to try Zoom, it is actually quite easy. For a brief tutorial contact
cory@flatheadaudbon.org

Natural Events To See This Month:
Rough-legged hawks are now showing up, perching on power poles.

Financial Report
A couple of changes occurred in FAS’s financial department this past fiscal year (July 1, 2019-June
30, 2020). Joe Batts needed to step down from the
Treasurer position and I was asked to fill-in for the rest
of his term. The first agenda to complete was the transition of our accounting program to a non-profit version of QuickBooks. A new chart of accounts was created to match the new QuickBooks version which will
allow us to individually track the income and expenses
of our four programs. A CPA was then hired to reconcile our books and as a result several accounts were
written off which created a one-time expense of $4455
in our income/expense statement for year. We ended
up with a $3700 loss, after the write-offs, but had started the year with a strong balance in our cash account

and after receiving some late revenue from the Whitefish Community Foundation’s Day of Giving, ended up
with a good balance in our cash account to carry into
the next fiscal year. Our reserve funds did well this
past year and as a result we are in a solid financial
position overall. Our financial reports can be viewed
on the FAS website. The other significant change for
2019-2020 was FAS being accepted into the Great
Fish Challenge. This will be our only fundraising for
2020 and will replace our Birdathon and the board’s
end of the year challenge. We are looking forward to a
successful fundraiser with the Great Fish Challenge
and hope to continue with this annually moving forward in our fundraising efforts.
by Rod Wallette
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Conservation Corner
Why such a big deal about feeding birds at Woodland Park?
The Kalispell City Council recently passed an
ordinance restricting the feeding of waterfowl in city
parks. This was largely in response to problems said
to be caused by the popular practice of feeding of migrant and domestic waterfowl in Woodland Park. What
problems, you might ask? What is wrong with feeding
those birds?
The “food” most people feed to waterfowl provides inadequate nutrition. Like giving sugar to children, it keeps them from eating the seeds, grains, invertebrates and other plant foods essential for their
health and growth. “People food” can cause birds to
experience metabolic bone disease (MBD) and related
calcium deficiencies necessary for eggs/offspring,
clotting ability, cardiovascular and neuromuscular
function, and a variety of other metabolic activities.
Birds dependent on improper food may be too
weak to fly, defend themselves or find proper food. A
wing deformity called angel wing can also occur with
non-natural nutrition. Abnormal feeding can crowd

birds into unhealthy “mobs”, affecting their behavior
with other birds, increasing stress, and changing
breeding behavior and making them vulnerable to
predators. When the food leaves the birds (after they
eat it) there are also issues—on your shoes, in the
water, and polluting the pond where the birds live.
This can increase disease—including diseases that
affect humans and pets; attract rats and predators.
The cross-breeding of the waterfowl at Woodland Park
is also evident…and dangerous.
We love to feed critters, but to do so comes
with responsibility. When feeding changes behavior or
causes unnatural concentrations, keeps birds from
eating proper food, or causes pollution, that is a good
reason to stop. Thanks for following the new guidelines at Woodland Park and enjoy the birds by watching them—not feeding them. (Thanks to the Wildlife
Center, VA for some of this information.)
by Carole Jorgensen

David Attenborough Film is a Must See
If you haven’t seen David Attenborough’s latest film called “A Life on Our Planet,” I highly recommend it (available on Netflix). It’s a powerful presentation by an esteemed reporter of the wild things and
places on our planet. The first part of the film is how
and why we got to the place we are environmentally,
then the last part is his views on how and why humans

Wl

W ng R pt

Rec

Flathead Audubon and Wild Wings Raptor
Recovery Center hosted two informative presentations
on birds of prey at the Wild Wings facility. Despite
thick smoke, masks and cool temps, 25 participants
joined Wild Wing's volunteers and their feathered educational ambassadors for a close up look at the raptors key field markings and wild personalities. Ambassadors are birds who, because of permanent injuries
can no longer survive on their own in the wild. Still
they represent wildness. Serving as educational ambassadors, they help humans to better understand the
needs of their wild relatives and how they might protect them from future injuries. Returning injured raptors back to the wild is the primary goal of the Wild
Wings volunteers and facility. The second goal is education programs like this one sponsored by Audubon.
Especially helpful at this educational event,
and for those interested in volunteering for one of our
local hawk watches, was the in-depth discussion of
Accipiters, represented by a beautiful resident Coopers Hawk. It was also an opportunity to see the three
morphs, (light, intermediate and dark) of Red-tailed

must change the way we do business if we want to
prosper as humans.
The trailer for the film is available at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=64R2MYUt394
Attenborough’s interview on 60 Minutes also
does a nice introduction. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Li5Xi9mIvDg
by Lewis Young

C n

P e nta i n

Hawks, side by side. Participants began to understand
why it is such a challenge in the wild to identify Redtails' many variations of plumage. Also it was an incredible privilege to experience Wild Wings resident
Bald Eagle, Victory. He is a three year old sub-adult
Eagle transitioning from darker juvenile plumage, to
adult white head and tail by five years old. For those
attending it was easy to see why, in the first years, a
young Bald Eagle is easily mistaken for an adult Golden Eagle. Audience participation was greatly appreciated with questions, comments, and the greatest respect for these beautiful wild birds. After the presentation of the raptors and discussion of field markings,
folks were able to tour the facility, meet the resident
owls and have a look at the informative displays in the
new educational building.
To make arrangements for individual tours
and group programs, contact Beth Watne at 2501050.
by Kathy Ross
See page 10 for photos
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Conservation Educator’s Niche
By Denny Olson
You have heard a lot of us
Audubon-types referring to the 29%
drop in North American bird numbers in the last 50 years. We have
also mentioned that we think climate change is real, and because
of it, our grandchildren may be
missing somewhere between 26
and 63 bird species in the Flathead in the next 80
years. They will mostly have moved their ranges farther north, but some may very well be extinct. These
numbers are estimates derived from science. We humans like to think of things as either "true" or "false".
Once we've decided which, we don't have to bother
with thinking about it anymore. Politically, positions on
many issues have become hardened, with many
Americans resistant to anything but their truth. It may
be time for a primer on the way science works.
Science does not find truth. It only looks for
truth -- but really, really hard, and with rules. Instead
of having a solid opinion, and then looking for evidence to back it up, good science starts with an honest question, a possibility, and then looks for solid evidence to answer the question. Sometimes, person
gathering new information doesn't even know there is
a question until later! Sometimes the evidence takes
decades to gather. Often a new tool or technique
needs to be invented -- like when Galileo made his
own telescope, invented by a Dutchman a few years
before, to simply start watching the moon, Venus, and
Jupiter and writing down his observations. Later, he
realized that he had gathered evidence that the world
might not, indeed, be flat ...
Those techniques, of the scientist, are quite
different from "my mom said so" or "I heard it on the
internet" or " a guy said this really loud, many, many
times, so it must be true", or "some guy in a basement
somewhere on his computer tying everything together
into a vast scary worldwide conspiracy". (Ever wonder
why not one, out of millions of horrible people from
inside the conspiracy, has a pang of conscience and
tells us about it? Ever?) And, there still is a Flat Earth
Society -- that communicates with each other by, um,
satellite ... There are lots of guesses, hocus-pocus
and outright lies out there on electronic and social media trying to masquerade as "truth". Their object is to

throw so much hogwash out that no one has time to
sort it out with quality and quantity of evidence. First
order of business in the art of critical thinking should
be -- what are the qualifications of the "truth-bearer",
who is funding the project, and do they have a preexisting opinion?
To clarify, science only looks for the truth, and
the honest scientist can only say that "it appears that
this may be true because the evidence keeps pointing
that way". For thousands of years, the Earth was flat.
Until it wasn't.
And the good scientist always keeps the option open that what we think is true can change based
on new evidence. But the other side of that openmindedness is that we make hundreds of decisions
every day based on what we think to be true -- based
on evidence. That bus coming
straight at you at 60 miles per
hour -- based on evidence -- will
probably kill you if you don't step
back. So far, it has done just that
every single time. But, you are
welcome to test that hypothesis.
Perhaps Isaak Newton was wrong
about "momentum" and "mass
and velocity" and "for every force
there is an equal and opposite big
mess on the road."
So, with all that in mind,
the troubles that birds are having, and the trouble they
may have in the future, are only estimates and conclusions based on the best available evidence so far.
Anyone can go out and gather evidence for themselves to come to a different conclusion. But keep this
in mind if you do. Other scientists will examine the
ways you gather your evidence, and make their own
conclusions about whether it was good evidence or
not. It's called "peer review." That's just the way science works. And that's why it works. We have computers and moon-landings and miracle medicines and
amazingly detailed insight on how the life on our Planet harmonizes with itself. Because of science. Political
opinions have not contributed a whit to what we think
to be true ... based on evidence.
So, this November, go vote like a scientist.

Amazon Smile
Sign up for AmazonSmile before Christmas shopping and benefit FAS. A portion of each purchase
goes to FAS when you select them as your recipient.
Also, Amazonsmile is now available in a shopping app for Android users.
from Joe Batts
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2020 Fall Season at the Jewel Basin Hawk Watch: Short, but Sweet!
by Dan Casey
As I write this, four inches of snow blankets
our Somers yard. Those glorious sunny days of early
October are gone, and with them, the chance to sit on
the ridge top and count passing Golden Eagles. Bj
Worth braved an icy road and 16 inches of snow on
the ridge on October 15th to count 10 passing birds,
our 40th and likely final survey. Barring an extraordinary warming spell, we have tallied our final raptors
for the 2020 count.
And what a season it was! Our total count of
3,088 made this our third best season ever, and we
had our two best days ever, including a remarkable
595 birds counted on 21 September, when we set new
one-day high count totals for Sharp-shinned Hawks
(351), Cooper’s Hawks (132), Red-tailed Hawks (61),
and Broad-winged Hawks (21). We average more
than one bird per minute all day, and one bird every
23 seconds during our best hour (161 birds).Two days
later, another 390 birds were counted.
Our species totals were as follows; those in
bold are new season-long record counts:
Turkey Vulture – 1
Osprey – 8
Bald Eagle – 65
Northern Harrier – 38
Sharp-shinned Hawk – 1548
Cooper’s Hawk – 467
Northern Goshawk – 36
Unidentified Accipiter – 41
Broad-winged Hawk – 43
Swainson’s Hawk – 1
Rough-legged Hawk – 17
Red-tailed Hawk – 300
Unidentified Buteo – 15
Golden Eagle – 324
American Kestrel – 87
Mallard continued from page 2
on the wetland until they are able to fly in mid-August.
Mallards are known to interbreed with other
species such as the Northern Pintail. This is no surprise because Mallards, along with Muscovy Ducks,
are considered to be the ancestors of all domesticated
ducks. Those mallard genes have encompassed the
planet. They are the most abundant duck in the world.
Here in Montana they are found anywhere there is
water, from the lowest elevations to almost 10,000
feet elevation. The population of ducks in the US is
estimated at almost 12 million. They are heavily hunted, accounting for one third of all ducks shot in North
America. In the wild the life span is estimated at 5-10
years, though there is a record of a female banded at
Lee Metcalf NWR in 1978 and shot in Colorado in
2003 when she was at least 25 years old.
Mallards are powerful aviators, flying as fast
as 55 miles per hour during migration. They usually fly
at an altitude of less than 10,000 feet but there was an

Cooper’s Hawk
Merlin – 39
Peregrine Falcon – 14
Prairie Falcon – 17
Unidentified Falcon – 6
Unidentified Eagle – 2
Unidentified Raptor – 19
bj Worth

Total Counted – 3088
As always, our success depended on a large
number of Flathead Audubon members and others
who volunteered their time to help spot and tally passing birds. A special thank you goes out to the 11 people who joined me by serving as primary observers for
at least one day: bj Worth, Joshua Covill, Rod Wallette, Barbara Summer, Nicki Derue, Diane Lundgren,
Denny Olson, Amy Seaman, Lisa Bate, Kathy Ross,
and Bo Crees. Additional kudos to both bj and Barbara, who have each now logged more than 100 days as
primary observer over the history of our surveys!
We have now counted 32,767 raptors over 13
seasons at the Jewel Basin site. This year we recorded out 15,000th Sharp-shinned Hawk, our 20,000th
Accipiter, and our 5,000th Golden Eagle. These data
are combined with data from other sites across the
West to give insight into long-term trends in raptor
populations. Our annual report, due this winter, will
summarize these trends for our site. But perhaps the
greatest value of this effort is combination of exercise,
aesthetics, and camaraderie that a day on the ridge
can provide. I, for one, will always treasure those
amazing days in September spent with friends,
awestruck by the spectacle of migration. If there was
ever a year where such a diversion was most welcomed, 2020 was it.
See page 9 for more Hawk Watch photos.
incidence in 1962 of a Mallard colliding with a commercial airliner at 21,000 feet.
It is easy to overlook the intricacies of the
common place. But these abundant birds give us
great opportunity to observe them frequently and at
close range. There is nothing mundane nor unremarkable about these extraordinary ordinary ducks.
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Flathead Valley Bird Report
by Joshua Covill
Rare and Notables – October 2020
Incredibly, the YELLOW-BILLED LOON
(immature) found on Dickey Lake by Nikki M. on July
5th is still present! Dan Casey resighted the loon on
Oct. 17th
09/18 – Swamp Sparrow found near Creston
(Craig H.)
09/21 – 2 White-faced Ibis in the West Valley
Ponds area on Clark Road (Erich. G)
09/22 – A late Common Tern along the
north shore of Flathead Lake (Shawn R.)
09/26 – Palm Warbler, a very rare bird west
of the divide, found near Bigfork (Leslie K.)
09/29 – A Parasitic Jaeger was refound on
the north shore of Flathead Lake by Dan C. and
Shawn R. after it was originally spotted by Alan J on
Sept 22nd .
10/10 – American Avocets found on the
Creston pond have been present since Sept 20th.
(Craig H.)
10/17 – A Surf Scoter found on Foy’s Lake, a
usual spot to find these sea ducks. (Nolan W.)
10/17 – a female White-winged Scoter was

found in the west valley at the pond on Clark Rd.
(Josh C.)
10/17 – An adult Parasitic Jaeger was found
in the west valley ponds area, but promptly flew off
south. This represents the 3rd Parasitic Jaeger in Flathead Co this fall! (Josh C.)
What to Expect – November 2020
As predicted, 4 different Anna’s Hummingbirds have been found in western Montana over the
last month, 3 of them in Sanders county! As the scoters turn up, watch for Pacific Loons that might stray to
large bodies of water, like the north end of Flathead
Lake and Somers Bay.
Now is the time to restock your feeders, as
winter finches are looking for food. Evening Grosbeaks, Red Crossbills, Pine Siskins, and Common
Redpolls can be found at feeders this month. Backyard birding is quite rewarding this time of year. Bohemian Waxwings return to the valley to dine on Mountain Ash berries. Rough-legged Hawks arrive from the
north along with Snow Buntings and Horned Larks.

Going Small on Birds of Prey Festival
Our COVID-cancelled Birds of Prey Festival -which has often gathered 800-plus people on a single
day, was spread this year over a week, with smaller,
or virtual, groups gathered for educational events.
Kathy Ross did two small-group presentations with live
birds at Wild Wings (see page 4). Montana Audubon's
Amy Seaman taught a three-day remote workshop on
raptor ID.
The Festival
has always had a
strong connection to
the 14-year Jewel
Basin hawk Watch,
and we often held
afternoon training
sessions on raptor
Left: juvenile Sharp-shinned
ID in flight to recruit
Hawk,
more volunteers willRight: juvenile Cooper's Hawk
ing to do the counts
on Aeneas Ridge. It
has paid off. This year, we have had all suitable migration days covered -- from mid-August to mid-October.
But aside from being there (which is the best way, of
course), there has been little opportunity to practice.
So this year, with Derrick Rathe's early help, I
spent a number of days making full-sized, colored silhouettes of raptors from below, laminating them, and
using them in a Friday -Saturday workshop on "Birds
of Prey from Below" at Lone Pine Visitor Center. Ten
enthusiastic participants practiced their ID's of the silhouettes -- all of them new to the art form, and most

interested in eventually becoming Primary Observers
in the coming years.
The 27 silhouettes (of 17 birds of prey species, with juvenile, adult and gender differences bringing up the total) will soon be on exhibit -- tacked to the
ceiling or hanging as a "mobile" from the rafters of the
Lone Pine VC classroom. There will be a hardcopy
"key" to all the plumage differences available to selfquiz those wanting to practice. For each species, the
silhouettes only show the places to look for identification. Some of the silhouettes have the adult and juvenile plumages on opposite sides, and those will be
hanging so both
sides are visible.
Also, partly because they are
huge (80-inch
wingspan!), the
Eagle silhouettes
have different
plumages on the Left side: Golden Eagle adult,
right and left
Right side: sub-adult
halves of the silhouette. It makes
them look like birds with multiple personality disorder,
but can help with determining the age of the birds.
We will post on our FAS website
(flatheadaudubon.org) as soon they go on display!
Come over to Lone Pine and hone your raptor ID
skills!
by Denny Olson
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Owen Sowerwine Natural Area Work Day
Eight enthusiastic volunteers reported to
work on October 3rd for
the fall work day at Owen Sowerwine Natural
Area, which is managed
by Flathead Audubon.
We worked from 9-noon
on a beautiful fall day.
Many thanks to: Rod,
Will, Gael, Rick, Tom,
Cindy, Denny, and Pam.
The projects for
the day were intended to
separate people so they
Pam Willison photo
could work at a safety
Denny gathers building mate- level at which they felt
comfortable. Rod
rials for the second viewing
blind.
Pam Willison photo

Cindy and Tom weaving together materials for the viewing blind on the slough.

trimmed back shrubs along the
trails; Gael cut and bagged
thistle and houndstongue seed
heads at the Greenridge entrance; Will ran the mower to
trim the grass on the edges of
the trails; Rick cleared fallen
trees and assisted Will; and
Denny, Tom, Cindy and Pam
worked on the Education Trail
where they gathered brush,
limbs, and logs and did some
fancy weaving to create blinds
at the 2 observations points
that overlook nesting box sites
on the river and slough.
The trails in OSNA are
now in great shape, we’ve
done lots of work on weeds
this year, and the parking areas were improved this summer
by the County Road Dept., so
be sure to spend some time
there this fall. Remember that
OSNA is open for hunting, so
wear hunter orange and other
bright colors; and we often have bears, so carry bear
spray and make some noise. Also, remember that
because pets often disrupt the birds and wildlife that
inhabit OSNA, they are not allowed there. OSNA is a
convenient little haven where you can spend time
soaking in the sights, sounds, and smells of nature,
and getting some gentle exercise – a perfect combination!
by Pam Willison

Natural Events To See This Month:
Ruffed Grouse wait until almost full darkness before flying into tree roosts.







Highlights from the October 5, 2020 Board of Directors Meeting
Executive Committee will meet to assess the Great Fish results, decide about future participation, and
make a plan to improve our performance. They will also meet with WFCF to obtain information about setting up the structure to receive endowments through WFCF. Following these meetings, work will begin on
a written Financial Plan for FAS.
The Membership Committee will meet to review how memberships are processed, how data is stored, and
how our data base is used. he goal is to streamline and update the process.
Because of the current status of COVID-19 in Flathead County, it was decided that the November meeting
should not be an in-person meeting, and future meetings will be set based on the status of COVID in our
county. Cory Davis will offer help to people for online meetings.
Discussions were held about local conservation issues, field trip ideas, Education Committee plans, and
moving forward on the sequel to the Birds Rock! video.
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FALL FIELD TRIPS FOR YOU!
All Flathead Audubon field trips are free and open to the public and are geared for all ages and
levels of field experience. They are led by area biologists, retired professionals, and some of the best birders in the region. Please read our field trip guidelines at www.FlatheadAudubon.org. For all Field Trips,
dress for the weather, bring binoculars or spotting scope if you have them, wear sturdy footwear, and drive
and pull off the road safely. All drivers must have their own vehicle insurance. For more information, contact
the individual field trip leader listed below. Also, a free brochure, “Birding Hotspots of the Flathead” is available at the Flathead Audubon general meetings and on www.FlatheadAudubon.org. Check the FAS
webpage at https://www.flatheadaudubon.org/activities-and-field-trips/ for updated information
on upcoming field trips.
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic we are taking precautions to ensure safety for all participants. Masks
and respect for others’ personal space will be required, and we ask you to not share binoculars or spotting scopes. The
number of participants allowed on trips will be limited as will carpooling.
While there are no formally scheduled trips in
November there are still lots of possibilities for birding
outings for those who have motivation to explore on
their own.
Find lots of ideas on the Flathead Audubon
website (www.flatheadaudubon.org). Under the
header “Birds”, there are Birding Hotspots, Bird ID
Resources, and Birds of the Flathead Valley. Bro-

chures can be downloaded and printed out. There are
also maps that show places to go. Nearby areas include Owen Sowerwine, Lawrence Park, Lone Pine
State Park, the Whitefish trail system, Wayfarer’s
State Park in Bigfork and numerous wetland/riparian
areas in the Lower Valley.
Dress for the weather and get out and
enjoy what the Flathead Valley has to offer!

West Valley Naturalists Announce New Website
We are excited to announce a web site for the
West Valley Naturalists. This group began about ten
years ago as a spin off from a “More Kids in the
Woods” grant written by Teresa Wenum at USFS and
administered by Flathead Audubon. We hold programs (up until the pandemic) at the school and occasional field trips in the summer. On a recent foray into
Kuhn’s Wildlife Management area with a small group,
socially distanced, we were wondering where to post
the photos of this intriguing place. And that is how the
idea for a website began. It took little time for Skip Via
to hatch the idea. Skip and his wife Mary retired to
West Valley five years ago from Fairbanks Alaska
where Skip was a professor of telecommunications.
His expertise and dedication to detail are evident in
the website.
We are so grateful to Skip for so generously
sharing his talent and many many hours getting this
project up and running so smoothly. You can check
out recent wanderings at the Kuhn’s Wildlife Management area, have a look at some of the gorgeous local
mushrooms that have sprouted and much much more.

There will be frequent current postings so please keep
checking back. I especially liked the “ID Me” feature
that Skip included on the website. Many of us are confounded by plants and bugs that are new to us. If you
can post a photo (and Skip and help you do that) all
the rest of us can learn from it too. Skip came to our
rescue just as our programs and field trips were shutting down because of the pandemic. Now we can still
stay connected.
It is a work in progress as we continue to discover and as contributors are invited to join. You can
access it now at https://westvalleynaturalists.org.
Please feel free to leave comments and make suggestions and corrections.
If you would like to contribute journal posts to
the site, contact skip@westvalleynaturalists.org
and explain what your goals for contributing are. You
do NOT need to log in to the site to make comments
on the pages, but you will need a login name and
password to be a journal contributor. We hope you
enjoy and benefit from the site. from Linda de Kort

Hawk Watch Photos by bj Worth, see article page 6

Left—Sharp-shinned Hawk, adult
Above—Red-tailed Hawk, juvenile
Right—Osprey, juvenile
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THANK YOU GREAT FISH DONORS!
Charles and Susan Abell
AGL Foundation
Anonymous
Summerfield and Julie Baldridge
Dr. Naomi Barnes
Joe and Lana Batts
William Beyer
Gael Bissell and Richard Mace
Jake and Kristen Bramante
Charles Brasen and Monica Jungster
Hildy and Frank Charboneau
Mark and Constance Cowett
Bill and Sarah Dakin
Cory Davis
Ian and Antonia Dennis
Roxanne Dolak
Christine Dye
Bart and Carole Erickson
Michael and Jill Fanning
Hans Fischer
Susan Fletcher
Mary Jo Gardner
Barbara Glanz
Richard Gordon and Cheryl Watkins
Alexander Gray and Cameron Blake
Doug Griesel
Tom and Sue Harding
Sue Harper
John and Kathi Hartlieb
Richard and Suzanne Hildner
Carmen Hobson
Justin and Katherine Holley
Chris Holt
Linda and David Hunt
Carole Jorgensen
Kehoe’s Agate Shop Inc.
John Kramer
Arnold and Karen Larsen
Robert Lee
Norma Linsky

Robert Lopp
Mark and Ashleigh Magill
Brian and Denise Manning
Pete and Jan Metzmaker
Linda Miller
Brent and Kay Mitchell
Edward Moffatt and Chris Clouse
Devonna Morgan
Catherine Olsen
Dennis Olson
Marylane Pannell
Margaret Parodi
Sara and Butch Parr
Larry and Val Parsons
Tom and Teresa Quinn
Tom and Cindy Roberts
Walter Rowntree and Laura Reynolds
Tim and Deb Salt
Peter and Karen Saunders
Albert Schumacher and Margaret Stadler
Michael and Marie Shaw
Dan Short
Bob and Paula Smith
Will and Bonnie Smith
Candace Stephens
Tim Strand and Sukey Pfirman
David Streeter
Mark and Nancy Svennungsen
Bruce Tannehill and Gail Cleveland
Darcy Thomas
John and Kristen Vandenburgh
Darrel and Elizabeth Vankoten
Constanza von der Pahlen
Rod Wallette
Steve and Ardy Whisler
Timothy and Amy Williams
Pam Willison
John and Linda Winnie
Lewis and Lynda Young

Wild Wings Raptor Center Presentation Photos, see article page 4

Left—American Kestrel
Above—Bald Eagle
Right—Northern Pygmy-Owl
All photos ©BDLancaster2020
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SPECIAL GIFTS

Wikimedia.com

...to those below who have made donations to Flathead Audubon through
September 2020

Snowy Owl
Terrell L. Abell

Supporting Member + Donation
Gael Bissell
Barbara Boorman
Carol Buchan
Margaret Parodi
Mary T. Williamson
John Winnie
Lewis & Lynda Young

I wish to help make Flathead Audubon’s vision
a reality. Here is my contribution to the continued success of our chapter.
 Eagle Donation, $1000+
 Osprey Donation, $500+
 Snowy Owl Donation, $250+
 Merlin Donation, $100+
 Kestrel Donation, $50+
 My Own Vision, amount my choice

azfd.net

****

 I want my gift to recognize another:
In memory of _________________________
In honor of ___________________________
Please send a notification of this gift to:
Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________

granderie.ca

My Own Vision
Karen N. Chickering

City __________________________________
State ________

November 17 Discussion of
THE WONDER OF BIRDS

Zip____________
****

Donor’s Name__________________________

Glacier Conservancy Executive
Director Doug Mitchell invites you to participate in the November meeting of the
Glacier Book Club.
This Zoom discussion will be
Tuesday, November 17, 6:30 PM. The
topic will be Jim Robbins’ The Wonder of
Birds, a fascinating investigation into the
miraculous world of birds and the powerful – and surprising – ways they enrich our lives sustain the planet.
Please register at https://glacier.org/glacierbook-club/ to get the Zoom link. Registration is limited.

OFFICERS
President

NOVEMBER 2020

Address_______________________________
City __________________________________
State ________
Zip____________
 Please do not acknowledge my gift in the Post
****

Please make checks payable to:

Flathead Audubon Society
P.O. Box 9173
Kalispell, MT 59904
Your gift is tax deductible.

FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY DIRECTORY
Gael Bissell

gael@flatheadaudubon.org
406-261-2255
cory@flatheadaudubon.org
kay@flatheadaudubon.org
pam@flatheadaudubon.org
rod@flatheadaudubon.org

Vice-President Cory Davis
Past President Kay Mitchell
Secretary
Pam Willison
Treasurer
Rod Wallette
DIRECTORS
2018-2021 Jan Metzmaker jan@flatheadaudubon.org
2018-2021 Jake Bramante jake@flatheadaudubon.org
2019-2022 Will Beyer
beyer59901@yahooo.com
2019-2022 Margaret Parodi margaret@flatheadaudubon.org
2019-2022 Dave Manuwal
manuwal2@centurylink.net
2020-2023 Bob Lee
bob@flatheadaudubon.org
2020-2023 Mike Fanning
shrdlu@centurytel.net
2019-2020 Derrick Rathe
Drathe33@gmail.com
2020-2023 Carole Jorgensen carole@flatheadaudubon.org
2020-2023 Joe Batts
jbatts@me.com
2020-2023 Cindy Roberts
cindy@flatheadaudubon.org
2020-2023 Tom Roberts
yellranger@yahoo,com
CONSERVATION EDUCATOR
Denny Olson
denny@flatheadaudubon.org
FAS REP ON MT AUDUBON BOARD
Bob Lee
bob@flatheadaudubon.org

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Conservation Lewis Young
llyoung@interbel.net
Carole Jorgensen carole@flatheadaudubon.org
Education
Cindy Roberts
cindy@flatheadaudubon.org
Tom Roberts
yellranger@yahoo,com
Field Trips
Kathy Ross
mtkat67@gmail.com
Margaret Parodi margaret@flatheadaudubon.org
Finance
Mike Fanning
shrdlu@centurytel.net
Hospitality
Joe Batts
jbatts@me.com
Connie Cohen
conniecohen@centurytel.net
Membership Mike Fanning
shrdlu@centurytel.net
Jill Fanning
shrdlu@centurytel.net
Nominations Bob Lee
bob@flatheadaudubon.org
Owen Sowerwine Natural Area
Cory Davis
cory@flatheadaudubon.org
Bob Lee
bob@flatheadaudubon.org
Pam Willison
pam@flatheadaudubon.org
Newsletter
Linda Winnie
linda@flatheadaudubon.org
Darcy Thomas
darcy424@gmail.com
Lewis Young
llyoung@interbel.net
Program
Dave Manuwal
manuwal2@centurylink.net
Publicity
Jan Metzmaker
jan@flatheadaudubon.org
Sales
Jill Fanning
shrdlu@centurytel.net
Refuges
Kathy Ross
mtkat67@gmail.com
Website
Jake Bramante
jake@flatheadaudubon.org
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P.O. Box 9173, Kalispell, MT 59904-9173
The Flathead Audubon Society is affiliated with the National Audubon Society and Montana Audubon (www.MTAudubon.org). We meet on the second
Monday of each month September through May. Meetings start at 7 PM and
include a featured guest who presents a conservation or nature program. The
Board of Directors meets the Monday preceding the general meeting, at 6 PM.
See page 1 for locations. Both meetings are open to all.
THE PILEATED POST is published September through May and is sent to
members of Flathead Audubon Society as a membership benefit. To become a
member or to renew your membership, go to the FAS website or use the membership form below. Deadline for newsletter copy is the 18th of each
month. Contact newsletter editor at 755-1406; or lin-

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Check our website www.FlatheadAudubon.org for
Late breaking FAS news & announcements
Online FAS membership sign up or renewal
Newly scheduled field trips & events

THE PILEATED POST is delivered BY EMAIL!
So be sure to include your email address when joining or renewing.
If you currently get a paper copy by mail please consider switching to email; send your request to linda@flatheadaudubon.org.
If you opt for a paper copy, be sure to include your email address anyway - so you will get the

FLATHEAD AUDUBON FLY-BY
You will receive occasional short emails with last minute updates, reminders, and breaking FAS news.

FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY
Membership Individual or Family

Basic Membership ——–———$25
Pays for newsletter and operating costs

Supporting Membership—–——$40
Extra $15 funds local projects such as
Conservation Education and
Owen Sowerwine Natural Area
Additional Donation of
$ _________
To:
Education Fund
Owen Sowerwine Fund
Wherever needed
Total $____________
New member?
Renewal?
You may renew or join online on our
website: http://www.flatheadaudubon.org/
If you wish to receive a paper copy by USPS,
check this box.

Name ___________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________________ _______________
State ______________________________ Zip Code ____________________
Phone __________ - ___________ - _______________________
Your email address is

Email _________________________________________ safe with us.

Mail this form with your check to:

Flathead Audubon Society Membership
P.O. Box 9173
Kalispell, MT 59904

